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Regulatory Agency of

the European Union

• 10 years in existence

• Own legal identity

• Technical and operational 
support

• ~240 staff,
24 nationalities

• ~80 staff in Operations 
Department

• Annual overall budget: 
~53 million Euros

• HQ Lisbon, Portugal
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Acquisition and 

Processing

Oil Spill Analysis

Vessel Detection
Product Processing 

and Alert Generation

T0 = End of scene acquisition T = T0 + 30 min
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CleanSeaNet : Near Real Time service – 30 min*
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CleanSeaNet

Service providers

EMSA

CleanSeaNet Data Centre

Analysis 

Results

(Oil spills and 

vessel 

detection)

Phone and 

email alert

(Alert Report)

High 

Resolution 

Images

Ancillary data

* Satellite images are acquired in segments up to 1400 km long. 30 min are for a 400 km long image
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National Dispersant Use Policies in Europe

Member
State*

Dispersant Use
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Not 
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Belgium  

Bulgaria  

Croatia  

Cyprus  

Denmark  

Estonia  

Finland  

France  

Germany  

Greece  

Iceland  

Ireland  

Italy  

Latvia  

Lithuania  

Malta  

Netherla
nds  

Norway  

Poland  

Portugal  

Romania  

Slovenia  

Spain  

Sweden  

UK  
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Action Plan is response to:

 February 2013: EMSA’s 
Founding Regulation 
(100/2013/EU) was 
amended and includes new 
tasks:

• Response to marine pollution 
caused by offshore oil and 
gas installations

• Monitoring of the extent and 
impact of such pollution

Approved by the 
Administrative Board in 
November 2013
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Oil and gas installations & exploratory blocks
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Principles 

 Confirmation of “top-up philosophy”: “additional means”
under command and control of affected Member State;

 EMSA offers tool box, Member States/Commission decide if
and what kind of support they want to receive;

 Amongst other measures, the Action Plan introduces
dispersants as an operational response tool to combat
pollution
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Action Plan

Operational assistance

In line with ‘top-up’ mandate and the need for cost efficiency:

 Adaptation of the Network of Stand-by Oil Spill Response Vessels

 Adaptation of the monitoring & evaluation tools (CleanSeaNet)

 Limited provision of dispersants and application systems to

interested Member States

 Provision of specialised equipment, budget permitting
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Adaptation of the Network of Stand-by Oil Spill 
Response Vessels (phasing-in)

 Technical adaptation: flashpoint below 60C (for new tenders)

 Contractual adaptation: longer periods of operation (for new tenders and

contract renewals), possibility to operate for ENP-countries

 Geographic adaptation: spread over Europe based on tanker routes and

location of oil installations, in particular exploratory operations (for new

tenders). Preferred option will remain mechanical recovery of oil: represents

substantial investment by the Agency
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Adaptation of the monitoring & evaluation tools 
(CleanSeaNet)

 No extra satellite images for EU Member States: reallocation of images if

requested by Member States; opportunity for ENP-countries to have access

as well to CleanSeaNet-type services

 More information on geographical location of oil and gas installations

 Information should also be made accessible to authorities in charge of oil

and gas installations
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Provision of dispersants and application 
systems

 In certain cases (large well blow-outs) it is the only response option.

Mechanical recovery tools only make toolbox incomplete.

 2-3 portable vessel dispersant spraying arrangements, to be located in

interested Member States as part of oil recovery vessel set-up

 First idea is to equip EMSA’s oil recovery vessels based in Cyprus and Malta,

taking into account their exploratory activities. Political agreement reached,

technical feasibility ongoing.

 To be operational end 2014
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Provision of dispersants and application 
systems

 1-2 aerial dispersant spraying service(s), to be chartered upon request by

an affected state for any location in the European Union

 Next step is to tender for dispersant spraying equipment and services

 Due to length of tender process, manufacturing time of equipment and

certification, expected to be operational early 2015
14
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Directive 2013/30/EU, Article 10:
EMSA shall assist: 

 … detect and monitor extent of oil or gas spill

 … (upon request of Member States) with the preparation and
execution of emergency response plans

 … develop catalogue of emergency equipment and services
available

May assist:

 The Commission in assessing emergency plans of Member
States

 Review exercises … test of cross-border and Union
emergency mechanisms
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Conclusions 

 EMSA implements Action Plan: including new operational
tasks in 2014-2015: vessel and aerial dispersant spraying
services, based on the amended Founding Regulation of 2013

 No requests of the Commission received to support Directive
2013/30/EU (for EMSA Work Programmes 2014 and 2015)

 Catalogue of emergency equipment and services should be
available using CECIS tool (DG ECHO –civil protection)

 The EMSA tools are “tier 3” tools for Member States and as
such could be part of emergency response plans of Member
States
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www.emsa.europa.eu


